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“Listen to the corn, Anna,” Grandpa said. 
“It makes its own kind of music.”
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C. S. Lewis: Christian and Storyteller 
When C.S. Lewis was writing the Narnia 
series, pictures of other worlds kept 
popping into his mind. The Lion, the Witch 
and the Wardrobe "began with a picture of 
a Faun carrying an umbrella and parcels in a 
snowy wood," said Lewis of his most 
famous children’s book. "At first, I had very 
little idea how the story would go. But then 
suddenly Aslan came bounding into it…. 
Once He was there He pulled the whole 
story together, and soon He pulled the six 
other Narnian stories in after Him."
Step through the other side of the 
wardrobe and meet the creator of the 
Chronicles of Narnia—the man whose rich 
imagination and deep Christian faith made 
this fantasy series a favorite for generations.
Drawing on her extensive research of 
Lewis’s books, letters, and diaries, Gormley 
paints a fresh and illuminating picture of 
Lewis, one that explores how the many 
facets of Lewis’s life reflected his deep and 
powerful experience of God.

*Miriam 
The first time I sensed my special gift, I did 
not even know that it was special. I 
certainly did not guess it was the same gift 
as our ancestor Joseph’s.

Little does Miriam know that her gift will 
lead her far from her home and people into 
the great palace of Pharaoh’s daughter with 
her baby brother Moses.
At first homesick for the humble world of 
the Hebrew village she left behind, Miriam 
soon finds herself enjoying the luxury of 
her new surroundings. As she learns the 
ways of palace life from Lady Nebet, the 
princess’s powerful lady-in-waiting, Miriam 
begins to dream of becoming someone 
important in Pharaoh’s court.
But the suffering of the Hebrew people 
grows worse and Miriam feels torn. Must 
she choose between her heritage and her 
new life? Will she remain loyal to her 
people—and to her God?

About This Book
			Adara has always longed to do the things 
that well-brought-up girls of her time are 
not supposed to do. She wants to learn to 
read and write—like men. And she wants 
the freedom to travel—like men—outside 
the boundaries of her sheltered life.
 One day she awakens to a blast of 
trumpets as the Israelites and Arameans 
battle just outside the safety of her village 
walls. Curious, Adara sneaks out to see the 
battle. Little does she know that this will be 
her last day of freedom for a very long 
time.
	 Sold into slavery,  Adara becomes a servant 
to General Naaman and his family and 
begins a remarkable journey of self-
discovery, healing, and redemption—a 
journey that, in the end, faces her with the 
hardest decision of her life . . .

About the Author
  Beatrice Gormley was born in Glen-
dale, California. She attended Pomona 
College from which she graduated magna 
cum laude. Beatrice Gormley is the author 
of many popular books for young readers. 
As a writer, she admires the drama of Bible 
stories and is intrigued by their people. She 
lives in Ossining, New York. 

Adara
Written by  Beatrice Gormley

Anna's Corn portrays the love between a 
grandparent and grandchild and gently looks at 
loss and grief and the hope of new life. Barbara 
Santucci's simple story reassures young readers 
that memories can help heal our sadness, while 
Lloyd Bloom's poignant images capture the 
changing seasons of nature and life.

The soldier heaved me over his shoulder
as if I were a spring lamb. “I am not
Israelite!” I screamed. I beat his back,

hurting my hands. “Let me go.”



Get together with 2 or 3 other people 
and retell Adara’s stories in the same 
dramatic style that Galya used to tell 
them.  After some practice, tell some 
stories of your own!

Create a map of the journey that Adara 
took from Ramoth-Gilead (Israel) to 
Damascus (Syria). Include the lands that 
they passed through and around.

Create a diorama of the ancient temple.

Draw a picture of General Naaman’s 
palace. Include the room where Adara 
stayed while she was there.

Re-create the parade that welcomed the 
soldiers home.  How were Adara and the 
other slave girls dressed?  General 
Naaman and his soldiers?  General 
Naaman’s wife?

Read the story of Eli’s prophesies from 
the Bible (1 Kings 19- 2 Kings 25).

Research King Ahab and Queen Jezebel. 
(1 Kings 16- 2 Kings 25) Was Jezebel a 
worthy Queen?  Why did so many people 
hate her?  Why did Adara look up to her?

How were women treated differently in 
Bible times compared to today?  How 
did Adara rebel against this treatment?  
Why do you think she wanted to be like 
Jezebel?

Before Reading
Have you ever been in a situation where 
you needed strength and perseverance to 
make it through?  What was it?
  
Talk about a time when you were 
embarrassed because of your pride.  What 
happened?  Did you learn anything from 
that experience?

Have you ever been separated from your 
family for a long period of time?

Can you imagine your life if you had to live 
with someone else’s family? 

Has your faith in someone or something 
ever been tested or challenged?  How?

Have you ever made a mistake that changed 
your or someone else’s life positively?
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Humility
Pride
Strength
Perseverance
Biblical History
Faith
God’s Purpose
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While Reading
Where is Adara from?

Who is her family?

Why are the people at war?

How does Adara’s pride and stubbornness 
get her into trouble?

What do you think will happen to Adara if 
she gets caught?

Would you try to escape from the soldiers 
if you were Adara?

Why don’t the people believe Adara when 
she tells them who she is?

After Reading
How did Adara’s strength and faith get her 
through her situation?

How did Adara get a lesson in humility?

If you were Adara, would you have lied 
about your family not being yours?

Would you have gone back home, or stayed 
with General Naaman?

How was Adara’s faith tested?  How was 
her faith rewarded?

How would Adara’s life be different if she 
hadn’t wandered off to see the battle that 
day?  Would it be better or worse?
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