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Classifi cation Grief and Suff ering

Drawing upon years of personal and professional 
experience with the dying , McEntyre off ers fi fty-two 
short meditations on the very real issues faced by
dying people. She addresses a wide and sensitively 
chosen range of subjects, including anger, gratitude, 
loss of control, doubt, loss of privacy, family confl ict, 
sadness, and even spiritual adventure.

McEntyre's insightful refl ections — off ering what 
she calls "a diff erent kind of hope" — shed light on 
the physical, emotional, and spiritual dimensions 
of dying. Brief concluding prayers and lines from 
cherished hymns further lift up the reader as he or she 
seeks to faithfully navigate the great transition from 
this life to the next.

Caregivers, too, face a diffi  cult experience as they
accompany someone through the fi nal stretch of his 
or her journey. Writing as a seasoned caregiver herself, 
McEntyre off ers a companion volume of thirty-two 
more refl ections focusing on subjects such as patience, 
understanding, fear of one’s own mortality, and grief.

McEnyre’s short, gentle meditations — each with a 
brief opening quote, refl ection, and prayer — provide 
comfort, direction, hope, and respite to caregivers.  
In quiet counterpoint to our hurried lives, McEntyre 
invites readers to slow down for refl ection and prayer 
as they prepare to say goodbye and grieve the loss of a 
friend or family member.
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SAMPLE  INTE RVIEW QUEST IONS

What emotions and experiences do you address in A Faithful Farewell and A Long Letting Go?

What led you to write A Faithful Farewell from a fi rst person perspective? You aren’t dying 
yourself, are you?

Why did you choose to include prayers, lyrics, and quotes with your meditations? How did 
you select these? Why do you think hymns and songs have an especially powerful meaning 
for those living their last chapters?

In A Faithful Farewell you mention that people are living longer and dying more slowly than 
previous generations. What are your views on today’s ethics regarding those who are dying?

How has your experience in hospice changed the way you think about the dying process?

You cared for your mother, your father, and your daughter before they died. How did these 
experiences inform and shape the way you wrote these books?

What would you say is the most challenging part of caregiving? The most rewarding?

Did you plan to write two companion books, or did one inspire the other?

Can these books appeal to both Christians and non-Christians? What do you hope readers 
will take away from them?

ABOUT MARILYN CHANDLER MCENTYRE

Marilyn Chandler McEntyre is a writer, professor 
of medical humanities at UC Berkeley, former
professor of English at Westmont College, and
longtime hospice volunteer. 

McEntyre is the author of Drawn to the Light: Poems
on Rembrandt’s Religious Paintings and Patient Poets:
Illness from Inside Out, among others. Her book What’s 
in a Phrase? Pausing Where Scripture Gives You Pause
won the Christianity Today 2015 Book Award in
the Spirituality category.

In addition to writing, teaching, and volunteering, 
McEntyre does speaking events and leads retreats 
and workshops. 
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WH AT OTH ERS  ARE  SAYING

A Long Letting Go

“Marilyn McEntyre embodies simple, patient kindness in the pages 
of this book.”

— Michael Card
musician and writer

“When we face our own death, or the death of someone dearer to
us than life itself, we perceive as-yet formless truths and strive to 
articulate the fearful truths we apprehend. What we need is a 
companion who can abide amid our chaos, a sage who can choose 
the right moment to share a word, and a prophet who can say the 
thing we shrink from, yet need to hear. Marilyn Chandler McEntyre 
is all of these things. Going gently with her into the prison of death 
will set you free.”

— Sam Wells
St. Martin-in-the-Fields

A Faithful Farewell 

“A sensitive and helpful encouragement to those living life at its 
closure — and to living it with openness, faithfulness, and hope. 
Beautifully done.”

— Harold G. Koenig, M. D.
Duke University Medical Center

“McEntyre’s remarkable meditations on terminal illness manage to 
be both refreshingly frank and deeply faithful. . . . Startlingly real 
and profound in hope.”

— Michael L. Lindvall
The Brick Presbyterian Church

“These refl ections on the approach of death, written in the fi rst 
person, are faithful, biblical, and honest. . . . Marilyn McEntyre 
off ers the love of God — and her own heart — to all who wish to 
receive. This book will prove a faithful companion on what for
many is a long journey.”

— Richard Lischer
author of Stations of the Heart  


