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Tokee was having one of those days, her “wish I’d never been born” kind.
How come she had to be cooped up here with her old-fashioned Auntee
Edna?
“You need to get to know your people, and don’t call your auntee oldfashioned,” Mom had cautioned before bringing Tokee and her sister to Auntee
Edna’s house. But Tokee was sure that Auntee Edna would be no fun — she
didn’t even have a TV!
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While Reading
Auntee Edna is a warm story about kinship and family heritage.
While reading, consider how Ethel Footman Smothers’ text and Wil
Clay’s illustrations capture the changing mood of Tokee as she
learns to appreciate her Auntee Edna.

Discussion Topics
• What did Tokee mean when she called
Auntee Edna “old fashioned?” How does
Tokee’s visit with Auntee Edna turn out?
Name something you dreaded doing that
turned out to be fun.What did you learn
from the experience?
• Discuss some things that Tokee could have
done to keep from being bored at Auntee
Edna’s house.What do you do to keep from
being bored?
• People use recipes to make different kinds of food. Did Auntee Edna
use a recipe to make teacakes? How do you know?
• Tokee learned about many new things
while she was visiting Auntee Edna.
What are some new things that you
learned from this story?
• Discuss some of the stories and
traditions that have been passed down
through your family.

Activity

Suggestions
Ask you grandparents or an elderly person for
an old recipe. Bring it to class. Have your class
collect all the recipes and make a recipe
book.

•••
Have you ever had a “wish I’d
never been born” day? Have a
discussion about what happened on one of
those days.

•••
Auntee Edna did not have a TV but that didn’t stop her from having
fun. Visit the library to find out about games children played before
television was invented.

•••
Make up your own game using items that you find around your house.

•••
Ask your grandparents or another elderly person to tell you what
kinds of chores they had to do when they were young. Compare these
chores with the chores Auntee Edna did when she was a child. How
are these chores alike? How are they different?

•••
Pretend that you are Tokee and that you are keeping a journal.Write in
your journal about how you would feel about staying at Auntee Edna’s
house or how you would feel about your sister Reba leaving to play
with someone else. Share your entry with a small group.

•••
When Auntee Edna was a child, people reused a lot of things and were
not so quick to throw them away. Find an item in your house that
would normally be thrown away and reuse it for something else.

•••
Interview an older relative or friend. Find out what life was like when
he or she was young.

